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ideas of justice? This is not the work of a single individual, of
one weak and feeble man; Canning is but the personification of
the symptoms of the terrible malady which runs through every
vein of the fatherland—a malady which has destroyed its strength
and threatens the weakened body with dissolution.
Why this lamentation? Chiefly because England would not
help Spain to reconquer Spanish America, or Turkey to re-
conquer Greece. On this latter question, there was worse to
follow.
If the death of Castlereagh was a misfortune for Metternich,
the death of Alexander was perhaps even more of a disaster to
his policy. He was proud of his achievement in persuading
Alexander that, as regards Greece, the principle of legitimacy
must be put above Russian interests. But after Alexander's
death in 1825, his brother Nicholas reverted to the natural
Russian policy of hostility to the Porte. In 1827, England, France,
and Russia, combined, destroyed the Turkish fleet at the battle
of Navarino, after which the recognition of Greek independence
by all the Powers could not be long delayed.
The collapse of the system of international government in-
augurated at the Congress of Vienna was made still more com-
plete by the Revolution of 1830. France got rid of Charles X
and substituted Louis Philippe, who had no legitimate claim to the
throne; Belgium refused to remain united with Holland, and had
to be recognized as a separate kingdom; there were revolutionary
movements in Italy and Germany; and Russian Poland rebelled
against the Tsar. Except in France and Belgium, however, no
success attended these movements; even in France, it was soon
found that the new King was not so very different from the
legitimate Bourbons.
In the end, while Metternich's system never again controlled
Europe, his personal position was improved by the events of
1830. The Tsar Nicholas, who loved Charles X, and was alarmed
by the Polish insurrection, decided that the reactionary Powers
must stand by each other, and that it was unsafe to quarrel with
Austria. The movements of revolt in Germany, though rather
rnildj became a source of strength to the reaction after they had
been suppressed. Within Austria, while a party of reform existed,
Metternich, now grown very deaf, was able to ignore its pro-
gramme, and did in fact remain largely unaware of it.
What, in the end, defeated him was the growing force of

